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The United Nations recognizes both food and shelter (housing)
as fundamental human rights—essential to an adequate
standard of living, human dignity, and the right to life. Yet for
many in our community, these basic rights feel increasingly out
of reach.

Since the pandemic, Ontario’s affordability crisis has
intensified, placing many families in vulnerable situations. The
high cost of housing, coupled with precarious employment, has
forced many people in our community to make impossible
choices.

We see the impact of this crisis every day at the food bank. Drive by 58 Buell
Street on any weekday morning and you will see visitors lined up outside our doors,
waiting for help for themselves or their families. Many arrive early, hoping there may
be something extra available. For many of our visitors, scarcity has become a way
of life. Our support provides not only food and essential items, but also hope and
dignity.

In 2025, we saw an astonishing increase in the number of food bank visits. Over
the course of the year, we provided food to 24,885 individuals. Some came only
once during a difficult time, while many relied on us every month. One third of those

we served were children.

Each month brings an increase in visits, and we often ask ourselves how we can
sustain the level of support our visitors need. And each month, our community
provides the answer. You donate food. You give financially. Your generosity allows us
to continue this important work. As the need increases, so does your support. We take
your trust seriously and continuously strive to be responsible stewards of your gifts.
We are deeply grateful for the confidence you place in us.

The dedicated volunteers who show up every day to distribute food, pack hampers for
delivery, sort donations, and keep everything running are the lifeblood of our
organization. As demand continues to grow and the lines become longer, they
continue to step forward with commitment and compassion. Without our team of
volunteers, this work would not be possible.

As we enter 2026, we are working diligently to plan for the future. We are in the final
stages of developing a new Strategic Plan that will guide our decisions over the next
three to five years. The need in our community is not slowing down, and the families
who come through our doors are counting on us.

With your continued support, we will remain steadfast in our mission: to
provide emergency food support to families and individuals in Brockville
and the surrounding area in a non-judgmental and accessiblel
environment.

Together, we can continue to provide not only food, but dignity, hope,
and stability for the people who need it most.
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Did you know?
for aver 40 years, the Brockuille & Area Feod Bank has
sewed as an essential suppert system, feeding sur local

As our food bank’s visits grow, we thank our community for their
donations over the year. Our 65 volunteers and 2 staff members work
diligently, distributing food, welcoming visitors, and sorting donations.
In 2025, approximately 2500 individuals visited the 58 Buell Street
location monthly- up 17% from 2024.

We partner with agencies such as Girls Inc., Cooperative Care Centre,
Loaves and Fishes, Community Paramedics, and Career Services. We've
become more than a food bank- it's a safe space offering support and
a listening ear.

options, and we work with Career Services and its recycled cardboard
program to support individuals with disabilities through training and
support.

O Career Services: We host visitors twice a month to expand employment

Community Paramedics: We collaborate to support encampment
residents, ensuring they get nourishment and aid.

Loaves and Fishes: We collaborate, both giving and receiving surplus
produce, and in return, we distribute frozen meails.

The Rotary Club: organizes annual Thanksgiving food drives, partnering
with local schools and businesses.

Girls Inc.: We work with the Groceries for Girls program, and its
dedicated volunteers provide monthly groceries to 71 families in Leeds
and Grenville, They deliver to them, totalling over 360 volunteer hours.
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security Emergency

1in 13 people use the BAFB,
And 1in 7 households are food insecure
in Leeds Grenville, and Lanark District

RECORDER & TIMES
Brockville declares food insecurity
emergency

Food bank visits will mirror city's population, council hears

Ronald Zajac

Published Jun 24, 2025 -
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BROCKVILLE

CITY OF THE 1000 ISLANDS

July 9, 2025

The Right Honorable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, 1B K1A 0A2

BY EMAIL: PM@pm.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister Carney:

Re: Resolution regarding Food Insecurity

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of June 24, 2025,
the following resolution regarding food insecurity was carried.
WHEREAS food insecurity is defined as inadequate or insecure access to

food due to financial constraints, and is associated with a higher risk of
numerous diseases, chronic health conditions and early death; and

WHEREAS Public Health Ontario estimates that 1 in 7 households in Leeds,
Grenville and Lanark are food insecure; and
WHEREAS the Brockville and Area Food Bank reported 21,537 visits in 2024

(including 5,519 visits by or on behalf of children), serves approximately 1 in
13 area residents, and projects over 22,000 visits in 2025; and

WHEREAS the South East Health Unit, in its 2024 report “Addressing Food

Insecurity in Leeds, Grenville & Lanark”, indicated that the living wage for
the region is $21.65 per hour; and

WHEREAS the South East Health Unit’s Low Income Measure - After Tax

estimates that approximately 3,150 Brockville residents are in low income,
based on 2021 census data.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Brockville
declare food insecurity an emergency in the City of Brockville; and

CITY OF BROCKVILLE
Victoria Building, One King Street West, P.O.Box 5000, Brockville, Ontario, Canada K&V 7AS5

Tel: 513-342-8772Fax: £13-342-8780

OUR GOAL ~ “ACCESSIBILITY A REALITY"
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BROCKVILLE

CITY OF THE 1000 ISLANDS
THAT Council request that the Provincial and Federal Governments consider

the reduction of food insecurity as a component of all applicable government
policies; and

THAT Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments explore the

expansion of existing school food programs and/or work to establish a
province-wide, universal school food program; and

THAT Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments act to

address the causes of food insecurity, including income levels, housing
affordability and food costs; and

LASTLY THAT a copy of this motion be circulated to the following

individuals and organizations: The Right Honorable Mark Carney, Prime
Minister of Canada; The Honorable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; MP
Michael Barrett, Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands-Rideau Lakes; MPP Steve
Clark, Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands-Rideau Lakes; The Federation of
Canadian Municipalities; The Association of Municipalities of Ontario; The
Rural Ontario Municipal Association; The Ontario Public School Boards
Association; The Canadian School Boards Association; Brockville and Area
Food Bank

Yours truly,

(O

Sheena Earl,
City Clerk
searl@brockville.com

cC.

Hon. Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford

Hon. Member of Parliament, Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and Rideau
Lakes, Michael Barrett

Hon. Member of Provincial Parliament, Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and
Rideau Lakes, Steve Clark

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario

The Rural Ontario Municipal Association

The Ontario Public School Boards Association

The Canadian School Boards Association

Brockyville and Area Food Bank

CITY OF BROCKVILLE
Victoria Building, One King Street West, I'.0_Box 5000, Brockville, Ontario, Canada K6V 7AS

Tel: 613-342-5772Fax: 611-342-5780
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By the numbers:

How many visits were made to the Brockville
and Area Food Bank in 2025?

Children
Age (18+) (Under 18) Total
Tetd/ 18165 6720 24885
Individuals

/46 new families registered
with the BAFB in 2025
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Did you know?

Number of visits
over the last 3 years
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Did you know
that 27% of

people who
use the BAFB
are children?
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2025 Statistics

. Food Purchasing costs: $456,620

Cost per visitor: $18.35
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In summer 2025, we hosted our fourth Dare to Care
event, sponsored by Mark Neuman Desjardins
Insurance. On July 26, Hardy Park in Brockville turned
into a lively community hub. The event raised $14,000
and collected over 500kg of food donations, making a
notable impact. With games, magic shows, and music,
it offered a warm, family-friendly, low-cost experience
that united the community.

Our IPINIand. MARK NEUMAN

AGENT

TW W/// 613-345-5880

markneuman.ca

PAPA’S
Pizza Land O Desjardins

Insurance
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Strategic Priorities

Provide nourishing food while minimizing barriers to access.

Ensure no one goes hungry by developing community
resources.

Empower volunteers to be their most effective through
ongoing training and development.

strong community partnerships.

Foster a strong connection with the commmunity through
transparent and timely communication.

O
@ Create the best possible outcomes for our clients by building
O
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The Team

Our food bank benefited from the expertise and leadership of these
community members, on our Board of Directors, each of whom
served for varying periods of time during 2025:

Tony Barnes
Natasha Cook
Phyllis Dietrich
Ryan Eadie
Tracy Haarbosh
Louise Huneault
Irene Horbay
Cheryl Kelso
Amy Neuman
JoAnne Sytsma

Day to day operations at the food bank are handled by our

amazing staff team:
Operations Manager: Alee Andrews D'Orazio

General Manager: Amanda Petch

Proud Member of

FEED
ONTARIO

Food Banks
Canada
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VVolunteers

that. Then I realied I was ssmebedy.” —Lily Tombin

W&M@WCWMMMWM%MWW@M
the burden of ansther. Thank you.” —Author unbnoun
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“The Brockville Food Bank is such a great place to go when someone is
struggling. The staff are so kind, caring, and non-judgmental to every person
that comes through the door. Alee and Amanda are absolutely amazing.
They are caring and compassionate, always willing to help everyone with
many things, such as food preferences/restrictions, resources in the
community, or just lend an ear to someone who may just need to talk. |
would highly recommend anyone to go to the food bank if they are in need
of anything.” SC Food Bank User

&  613-342-0605

7) 58 Buell Street, P.O. Box 522

Brockville, Ont K6V 5V7

© www.brockvilleandareafoodbank.ca

Ontario Corporation No.: 1792574
Registered Charity No.: 81061 7894 RR0O0O01
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